Note: The Board of Game deferred this proposal from the 2016 Statewide Regulations Meeting to
each regional meeting. It was previously considered by the board for the Arctic/Western Region
(Proposal 20), Interior/Northeast Region (Proposal 48), and the Central/Southwest Region
(Proposal 71).
PROPOSAL 54
5 AAC 92.080. Unlawful methods of taking game; exceptions.
5 AAC 92.085. Unlawful methods of taking big game, exceptions.
Allow the use of crossbows in restricted-weapons hunts in the Southcentral Region as follows:
In order to allow more opportunity for those hunters wishing to use a crossbow while hunting
during special hunts like the roadside "targeted hunts" for moose in Southcentral and the Interior
or while hunting in specific game management areas or state refuges around the state where either
muzzleloaders or shotguns and bow and arrow are the approved hunting tools, I would ask the
Board of Game to include the use of crossbows as a fourth approved hunting tool.
In addition to those wishing to hunt with a crossbow, there are those older or smaller hunters who,
for whatever reason, cannot use a bow and arrow that meets the existing requirements. A person
who cannot draw and hold a bow and arrow can normally still use a crossbow if that tool was legal
for use.
What I am proposing is that the category of crossbow be added to the list of approved hunting
tools for those hunts in game management areas, state game refuges, and special hunts where either
a muzzleloader or shotgun is legal along with bow and arrow. For areas or hunts that are specified
as bow and arrow only, nothing will change.
A crossbow has certain advantages over a bow and arrow and also has some major disadvantages
compared to a bow and arrow. However, the two hunting tools are still relatively comparable in
power and range. A crossbow does not even come close to a muzzleloader or shotgun in
comparison. If a muzzleloader or a shotgun is legal to use, along with bow and arrow, then there
are no practical concerns to not allow a crossbow along with bow and arrow in those areas or hunts
which also allow a muzzleloader or shotgun.
What is the issue you would like the board to address and why? There are currently several
state game management areas, state refuges, and special hunts statewide which support weaponsrestricted big game hunts. Most of these hunts prohibit the use of centerfire, high-powered rifles
and specify that only muzzleloaders, shotguns using slugs, or bow and arrow (or some combination
of the specified implements) are allowed. Hunters choosing to use muzzleloaders or bow and arrow
must comply with existing regulation requirements for these hunting tools, i.e., things like
muzzleloading caliber or the bow's draw weight.
These restrictions in areas or refuges or special hunts are done largely for safety reasons because
all of the approved hunting tools are considered short-range compared to a highpowered rifle.
The Board of Game recently defined crossbows in regulation into their own category with
requirements on power, bolt length, etc. This was done because crossbows as hunting tools are

gradually increasing in hunting use for big game in Alaska during the general season and have
become the fastest growing hunting tool in the Lower 48 for hunting animals like white-tailed deer
and black bear. It was felt that a distinction between bow and arrow and crossbow was necessary.
Since crossbows are defined separately from bow and arrow, current regulations allowing the use
of bow and arrow exclude the use of a crossbow for hunting during that same hunt.
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