This proposal will be heard at the Prince William Sound and Southeast meetings and deliberated
on at the Statewide meeting.
PROPOSAL 241
5 AAC 75.995. Definitions; and 5 AAC 39.975. Definitions.
Define shrimp, as follows:
5 AAC 75.995, 5 AAC 39.975 Shrimp defined: “Shrimp” means a member of the order
Decapoda in Alaska to include the shrimp as a whole
What is the issue you would like the board to address and why? Currently ADF&G does not
have the definition in regulation of what a shrimp is. At the same time, shrimp regulations
are imposed with a shrimp either meaning a whole shrimp or a tailed shrimp.
Regulations such as 5 AAC 47.020(16) states the bag and possession limit for shrimp is 3 pounds
or three quarts. The regulation does not define if this limit is whole shrimp or shrimp tails. A person
would believe a shrimp is defined as a whole shrimp. However the 2019 and 2020 ADF&G
Southeast Alaska Sport Fishing Regulations Summary lists the sport shellfish bag and
possession limit as 3 pounds or quarts of whole or deheaded (tailed) shrimp.
The amount of shrimp will vary greatly if a person retains 3 pounds of whole shrimp verses 3
pounds of deheaded shrimp. There are regulations referencing shrimp however a shrimp is
not defined in regulation. Most species are defined such as “Dungeness crab”, “salmon”,
“rockfish”, “char”, “grayling”, and such. With the definition of these species, the bag limits are set
per numbers of whole species and not per pound, legs, or the filets of that species.
This proposal is seeking the Board of Fish to define what a “shrimp” is to clarify if a person can
retain shrimp as a whole or just the shrimp tails. Currently the limits are set on “shrimp” and
the undefined term is being mistaken as meaning a shrimp tail. If this logic is used to other
defined species, a resident in Southeast Alaska could retain 20 gallons of Dungeness crab or 20
gallons of Dungeness crab legs or claws. However, ADF&G set the resident limit in
Southeastern Alaska to 20 Dungeness crab.
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